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ODYS dedicates building to
volunteer couple

Posted: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 6:00 am

By Sarah Reed Staff Reporter

The Ohio Department of Youth Services (DYS)
dedicated a building to volunteer couple Bob and Peg
Warren this week.

The building, located at the Circleville Juvenile
Correctional Facility (CJCF), will be used as an incentive
for positive behavior.

The Warrens were invited to volunteer at CJCF by a
social worker and have been at the facility since 2005.
They stated that religion has been a large factor in their
motivation to do volunteer work.

“It’s our relationship with Jesus Christ that drives us to
volunteer here,” said the Warrens. “God pours out his
love into our hearts and that is why we love these boys
so much.”

“The (Warrens) have been involved in so many aspects
of the facility, like the Christmas programming, reading,

Bible studies and clothing donations,” said Frances Russ, communications chief at Ohio DYS.

The building, dubbed the “Warren Youth Activity Center,” houses a game room, gym, weight room, office spaces,
movie theater/projection room and, in the future, a recording studio.

Construction on the project started May 5, 2014 and was completed Nov. 21, 2014.

The total project cost was a little over $3 million and the building is 16,011 square feet. The building contractor was
Elford, Inc. and the design firm used was Shremshock Architects, Inc.

Interim Superintendent David Blackburn came to CJCF in 2002 and submitted a capital request to fund the project,
but was never able to receive the funding.

After his retirement in 2011, Blackburn came back as an interim superintendent. He said he was happy to see the
project finally completed so that it can provide meaningful, structured activities for the kids.
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Bob and Peg Warren

Bob and Peg Warren have been volunteering at the Circleville
Juvenile Correctional Facility since 2005. An activity center was
dedicated to the couple this week to honor their commitment to
the youth.
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Ginine Trim, deputy director for the Division of Facility Programs and Operations at Ohio DYS stated the activity
center will help engage youth in order to reduce violence and seclusion.

Director Harvey J. Reed noted that there has been a difference in behavior since the activity center has been in
use.

“The kids are taking pride in it,” said Reed. “Where they are does not define who they are.”

CJCF serves male youths ages 10 to 21 who are felony offenders and is accredited by the American Correctional
Association.

The facility provides multiple treatment options and services including a fully accredited high school, medical and
dental care, religious services, behavioral health care, community service opportunities and more.

CJCF utilizes volunteers to mentor youth within the facility and while they are on parole.

“Volunteers have an enormous impact on our community,” said Blackburn.

Bob Warren said he enjoys volunteering because he likes seeing an improvement in what the kids do and watching
their attitudes change.

“If no one tries to help them, they will go back into the community and hurt someone,” said Bob.

CJCF volunteers can teach lessons through art, craft or dance classes, faith-based or character building classes,
game nights, skill developments or by attending sporting events with youths who are on parole.

“Your yesterday doesn’t define you unless you allow it,” Peg Warren said to the kids during the building dedication.

Those interested in volunteering at CJCF can contact volunteer coordinator Chaplain Torrey Kershaw at (740)571-
8267 or via email at Torrey.Kershaw@dys.ohio.gov.

For more information on the Ohio Department of Youth Services or the Circleville Juvenile Correctional Facility, visit
www.dys.ohio.gov.

Email sreed@circlevilleherald.com. Follow on Twitter @Reed_Herald

Posted in News on Wednesday, March 11, 2015 6:00 am.
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