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Report: Ohio's youth prison reform is national model | Local News - WLWT Home

Ohio's juvenile prison system was far over the intended capacity in the early 1990s, with nearly
2,500 juveniles in correctional facilities, according to the Columbus-based nonprofit. Now there are
fewer than 500 in Ohio's youth prisons.

Lawmakers created a pilot program in 1993 in which nine counties got grant money to divert non-
violent juvenile offenders from youth prisons into community-based programs. Those programs
connected the children with family counseling, mental health and substance abuse treatment
programs.

The number of incarcerated children in those counties dropped by more than 40 percent in the first
year. Lawmakers expanded the program statewide a year later and saw similar results.

The report said there's room for improvement. The study found giving too much counseling to
children who are considered at low risk of re-offending could actually increase their likelihood of
committing another crime.
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