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writen by CHILLICOTHE -- The future of Ohio's juvenile offenders will be a

Gazette Staff Writer highlighted concern with state officials after action taken during a

Wednesday meeting.
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The plan is for local re-entry coalitions to identify and address
barriers to successful re-entry among youth.
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the office of re-entry, said 30 people have
applied for the position.

The changes come on the heels of an

announcement this past week of the Rural

Recidivism Reduction Project that will focus
on 10 counties, including Ross. Part of that project will involve
expanding the number of local re-entry coalitions.

The goal of the state coalition, created in 2008, is to get the entire
justice system on board to develop best practices and programs for
transitioning offenders back into communities. Ultimately,
successful re-entry equals lowered recidivism and fewer people in
prison.

"(Re-entry is about) enhancing the quality of life in the communities
where we all live," Rhine said.

This week, the Council of State Governments Justice Center's
National Re-entry Resource Center released a policy brief that, in
part, highlighted Ohio's declining three-year recidivism rates. The
council is a national nonprofit organization that serves
policymakers.

"Reducing recidivism can produce a big payoff," said Adam Gelb,
director of the Pew Center on the States' Public Safety
Performance Project. "If states across the country could reduce
their recidivism rates by just 10 percent, they could save more than
half a billion dollars combined in one year alone in averted prison
costs."

The brief notes the federal Second Chance Act has been a big part
of helping states focus on reentry and reducing recidivism. Ohio
has received $15 million in funds from the act since 2009.

The recidivism rates are based on how many people re-offend
within three years of release. In Ohio, recidivism was at 39 percent
in 2000 and held fairly steady until 2006, when it dropped to 36.4
percent and further dropped to 31.2 percent in 2008.

U.S. Sen. Rob Portman, R-Ohio, a co-author of the Second
Chance Act, applauded the states for their accomplishments.

"Second Chance Act programs, in collaboration with faith-based
and community organizations and local reentry coalitions, have a
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proven record of helping inmates turn their lives around, and |
applaud their continued good efforts to reduce recidivism," he said
in a news release. "Encouraging people released from prison to
become productive members of society not only strengthens
communities, but also reduces the burden on taxpayers who
shoulder the costs associated with incarceration.”
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