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Geauga County Juvenile Court has teamed up with three other courts in the state to reduce recidivism,

out-of-home placements and provide more effective transitions back into the home after in-patient

therapy.

The courts have been awarded $250,000 a year for the next five years by the Ohio Department of

Youth Services.

The money will allow Geauga County to participate in the new expansion and enhancement of

innovative, evidence-based treatment programming such as Multi-Systematic Therapy, said Cheryl

Knocler of the Geauga County Juvenile/Probate Court.

“The accessibility of these non-Geauga County taxpayer funds should enhance our ability to

rehabilitate, while reducing the cost to our county’s taxpayers for youth placements in detention and

DYS facilities,” Geauga County Juvenile/Probate Judge Timothy Grendell said in a news release.

With help from juvenile courts, DYS will collect data and study trends from programs and specific

interventions as part of the grant. In addition, several universities will evaluate the new RECLAIM

program’s success annually, including rates of delinquency and recidivism.

RECLAIM Ohio (Reasoned and Equitable Community and Local Alternatives to the Incarceration of

Minors) is a funding initiative which encourages juvenile courts to develop or purchase a range of

community-based options to meet the needs of each juvenile offender or youth at risk of offending.  By

diverting youth from Ohio Department of Youth Services institutions, courts have the opportunity to

increase the funds available locally through RECLAIM.

The program was launched in 1994 as a pilot program with nine counties.

Ashtabula, Mahoning and Trumbull counties will be collaborating with Geauga County.
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