
Violence declines at youth prisons | The Columbus Dispatch

http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/08/07/violence-declines-at-youth-prisons.html[8/8/2012 2:21:15 PM]

ClassifiedsReal EstateCarsJobs Log InRegisterSubscriber ServicesE-Edition

Columbus, Ohio • Aug 08, 2012 • 95° Partly Cloudy

Home News Crime and Safety

Hot Links:
Investigation: Seclusion rooms Photos: Funny Olympic faces Olympics 2012 Photos: Today's Olympic highlights Campaign Ad Watch 2012

ASSAULT REPORTS

Violence declines at youth prisons

CRIME STOPPERS

Clues sought
in theft of
pickup,
lawnmowers
from farm
MONDAY, AUGUST
6, 2012 03:50 AM

Police seek
clues to 2011
fatal shooting
MONDAY, JULY 30,
2012 04:53 AM

MORE CRIMESTOPPERS

CRIME DATABASES

Columbus
Homicides

Find statistics and
facts from all
Columbus homicides.

Ohio death row
inmates

Search by name, race,
and county.

Violent assaults on youth offenders and security guards dropped last year
at Ohio Department of Youth Services facilities.

A report last week by the Correctional Institution Inspection Committee
showed there were 1,412 documented assaults in 2011, a 3.7 percent
decline from the previous year.

The Indian River Juvenile Correctional Facility in Massillon was the most
violent, with 303 youth-on-youth assaults and 137 on the staff. The
Circleville Juvenile Correctional Facility was close behind with 420 total
assaults, and it had more youth-on-staff attacks, 197.

The Correctional Institution Inspection Committee, a panel appointed by
the General Assembly, inspects and reports on conditions at state juvenile
and adult corrections facilities.

While violence is declining, the number of assaults — some of them
serious enough to require hospitalization of youth offenders and staff
members — is still a concern, agency spokeswoman Kim Parsell said.

“We serve challenging youth who are sometimes violent and assaultive.
Often they come to us with behavior and other problems.

“I think we have been making progress,” Parsell said. “We’re constantly
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striving to provide a safer environment.”

The last fatal incident at a youth prison occurred April 29, 2009, when
guard William Hesson, 39, died at the Cuyahoga Hills Juvenile
Correctional Facility. His death, from a blunt blow to the chest and
abdomen by a 17-year-old offender, was later determined to have resulted
from inappropriate “horseplay.”

Union officials representing employees working at the state’s four
remaining youth prisons have long said it is a dangerous environment
because of the violent nature of many young offenders.

In the meantime, the population at Youth Services facilities continues to
decline.

An average of 602 offenders are in youth facilities now, compared with
730 last year and 1,293 as recently as 2009. Four facilities have closed in
the intervening years.

The committee’s report is available online at www.ciic.state.oh.us.
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