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Violence declines at youth prisons

By Alan Johnson
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A report last week by the Correctional Institution Inspection Committee
showed there were 1,412 documented assaults in 2011, a 3.7 percent
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fatal shooting decline from the previous year.
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violent, with 303 youth-on-youth assaults and 137 on the staff. The
Circleville Juvenile Correctional Facility was close behind with 420 total
assaults, and it had more youth-on-staff attacks, 197.
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“I think we have been making progress,” Parsell said. “We’re constantly
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Violence declines at youth prisons | The Columbus Dispatch

striving to provide a safer environment.”

The last fatal incident at a youth prison occurred April 29, 2009, when
guard William Hesson, 39, died at the Cuyahoga Hills Juvenile
Correctional Facility. His death, from a blunt blow to the chest and
abdomen by a 17-year-old offender, was later determined to have resulted
from inappropriate “horseplay.”

Union officials representing employees working at the state’s four
remaining youth prisons have long said it is a dangerous environment
because of the violent nature of many young offenders.
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