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Ga. House lawmakers OK juvenile justice reform
By CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY, Associated Press
Updated 12:12 pm, Thursday, February 28, 2013

ATLANTA (AP) — Lawmakers in the House
approved a sweeping overhaul of Georgia's juvenile
justice system on Thursday, unanimously
approving the bill that now heads to the Senate
for consideration.

The overall goal of the legislation is to reduce the
number of repeat offenders and bring down costs
within the juvenile justice system. The legislation,

based on recommendations of a special panel convened by Gov. Nathan Deal, calls for
emphasizing community-based programs over residential detention centers for non-
violent youth offenders, providing judges with greater discretion in sentencing and
offering more mental health and drug counseling.

Before lawmakers voted, bill sponsor Rep. Wendell Willard, R-Sandy Springs, urged
lawmakers to consider the high costs of the current system. He noted Georgia spends
more than $90,000 a year on each youth offender behind bars and said 65 percent who
are released end up back in jail within three years.

"You can put a child through the finest college in the country for less than that,"
Willard said.

The reform is estimated to save the state nearly $28 million between now and 2015 and
allow the state to cease plans to build two additional secure residential detention
facilities, Willard said. He noted the effort drew bipartisan support, involved input from
various research and advocacy groups and was modeled on reforms passed in Texas
and Ohio.

The overhaul has been a few years in the making. A bill with similar goals stalled during
last year's session after there were concerns about who would bear some of the costs in
transitioning from a system relying heavily on secure residential detention facilities to
one with a strong emphasis on community-based programs.

Willard said those concerns have been addressed and some of the money saved by the
state will be reinvested in programs established by the legislation. For instance, he said
the governor has allocated $5 million in his budget to help local officials in areas where
there are high concentrations of those who would be eligible for such programs to pay
for them.

Photo Galleries
Displaying 1-3 of 40

Most Read | Most Commented

1. ‘Battlestar Galactica’ stars: Then and now
2. Slain officers didn't know the danger
3. British crash survivor leaped from Egypt

balloon
4. Bad-tenant case against Lincecum heads to

court
5. Berkeley ponders Telegraph Ave. upgrades
6. Smith leaves 49ers on top in all respects
7. Love them? Hate them? Mid-Century Modern

homes are here to stay

Vernon Davis
tries curling

Rickybobby in
the Lower

Haight

Alex Smith

From Around the Web

The one keyboard key you should be using in
your browser—but aren't (PC World)

Logging Into Your Virtual Server for the First
Time Using PuTTY for Windows | Treehouse
Quick Tip   (YouTube)

Priceline stock back from the dead   (CNN
Money)

Teen Sentenced to Prison for Texting-While-
Driving Death (Web2Carz)

[?]

sfgate.com Web Search by YAHOO! Businesses

Bay Area & State Nation World Politics Crime Tech Obituaries Opinion Green Science Health Education Weird

San Francisco, CA (change)
Partly Cloudy 

Today
50/66

Fri.
52/72

Thursday Feb 28, 2013 12:25 PM PT

59°F

 5 Day Forecast  Traffic

Index ▼Cars Jobs Real EstateHome News Sports Business Entertainment Food Living Travel Columns Shopping

Share

Comments (0)

Printable Version

Email This

Font

Sign In | Register

i 0 S.F. Giants Oakland A's Daily Dish!

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FGa-House-lawmakers-OK-juvenile-justice-reform-4316918.php&text=Ga.%20House%20lawmakers%20OK%20juvenile%20justice%20reform%20-%20SFGate&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FGa-House-lawmakers-OK-juvenile-justice-reform-4316918.php%3Fcmpid%3Dtwitter&via=SFGate
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FGa-House-lawmakers-OK-juvenile-justice-reform-4316918.php&text=Ga.%20House%20lawmakers%20OK%20juvenile%20justice%20reform%20-%20SFGate&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FGa-House-lawmakers-OK-juvenile-justice-reform-4316918.php%3Fcmpid%3Dtwitter&via=SFGate
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FGa-House-lawmakers-OK-juvenile-justice-reform-4316918.php&text=Ga.%20House%20lawmakers%20OK%20juvenile%20justice%20reform%20-%20SFGate&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FGa-House-lawmakers-OK-juvenile-justice-reform-4316918.php%3Fcmpid%3Dtwitter&via=SFGate
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FGa-House-lawmakers-OK-juvenile-justice-reform-4316918.php%3Fcmpid%3Dtwitter
javascript:hst_chsize('plus')
javascript:hst_chsize('minus')
http://www.sfgate.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Nathan+Deal%22
http://www.sfgate.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Wendell+Willard%22

http://blog.sfgate.com/dailydish/2013/02/27/battlestar-galactica-stars-then-and-now/
http://www.sfgate.com/crime/article/Slain-officers-didn-t-know-the-danger-4313852.php
http://www.sfgate.com/news/crime/article/Egypt-to-widen-probe-into-fatal-balloon-crash-4315584.php
http://www.sfgate.com/news/crime/article/Egypt-to-widen-probe-into-fatal-balloon-crash-4315584.php
http://blog.sfgate.com/giants/2013/02/27/bad-tenant-case-against-lincecum-heads-to-court/
http://blog.sfgate.com/giants/2013/02/27/bad-tenant-case-against-lincecum-heads-to-court/
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Berkeley-ponders-Telegraph-Ave-upgrades-4314110.php
http://www.sfgate.com/49ers/article/Smith-leaves-49ers-on-top-in-all-respects-4314961.php
http://blog.sfgate.com/ontheblock/2013/02/28/love-them-hate-them-mid-century-modern-homes-are-here-to-stay/
http://blog.sfgate.com/ontheblock/2013/02/28/love-them-hate-them-mid-century-modern-homes-are-here-to-stay/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/slideshow/Vernon-Davis-tries-curling-57605.php
http://www.sfgate.com/news/slideshow/Vernon-Davis-tries-curling-57605.php
http://www.sfgate.com/news/slideshow/Vernon-Davis-tries-curling-57605.php
http://www.sfgate.com/news/slideshow/Rickybobby-in-the-Lower-Haight-57600.php
http://www.sfgate.com/news/slideshow/Rickybobby-in-the-Lower-Haight-57600.php
http://www.sfgate.com/news/slideshow/Rickybobby-in-the-Lower-Haight-57600.php
http://www.sfgate.com/news/slideshow/Rickybobby-in-the-Lower-Haight-57600.php
http://www.sfgate.com/sports/slideshow/Alex-Smith-57601.php
http://www.sfgate.com/sports/slideshow/Alex-Smith-57601.php
http://www.pcworld.com/article/2027051/the-one-keyboard-key-you-should-be-using-in-your-browser-but-arent.html
http://www.pcworld.com/article/2027051/the-one-keyboard-key-you-should-be-using-in-your-browser-but-arent.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtube_gdata&v=eEsCD7n17mk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtube_gdata&v=eEsCD7n17mk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtube_gdata&v=eEsCD7n17mk
http://money.cnn.com/video/investing/2013/02/27/investing-buzz-priceline-2013-kayak.cnnmoney
http://www.web2carz.com/trends/offline/1022/teen-sentenced-to-prison-for-texting-while-driving-death
http://www.web2carz.com/trends/offline/1022/teen-sentenced-to-prison-for-texting-while-driving-death
https://www.subscriber-services.com/sfchron/NSPromotions/subscribe1.aspx?pid=95
http://www.sfgate.com/circular/target/
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/
http://www.sfgate.com/nation/
http://www.sfgate.com/world/
http://www.sfgate.com/politics/
http://www.sfgate.com/crime/
http://www.sfgate.com/technology/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sfgate/
http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/
http://www.sfgate.com/green/
http://www.sfgate.com/science/
http://www.sfgate.com/health/
http://www.sfgate.com/education/
http://www.sfgate.com/weird/
http://www.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/weather/San_Francisco
javascript:void(0);
http://www.sfgate.com/weather/San_Francisco
http://www.sfgate.com/weather/San_Francisco
http://www.sfgate.com/weather/San_Francisco
http://www.sfgate.com/weather/San_Francisco
http://www.sfgate.com/traffic
http://www.sfgate.com/traffic
http://www.sfgate.com/index/
http://www.sfgate.com/index/
http://www.sfgate.com/index/
http://www.sfgate.com/cars/
http://www.sfgate.com/jobs/
http://www.sfgate.com/realestate/
http://www.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/
http://www.sfgate.com/sports/
http://www.sfgate.com/business/
http://www.sfgate.com/entertainment/
http://www.sfgate.com/food/
http://www.sfgate.com/living/
http://www.sfgate.com/travel/
http://www.sfgate.com/columns/
http://findnsave.sfgate.com/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.sfgate.com/news/articleComments/Ga-House-lawmakers-OK-juvenile-justice-reform-4316918.php?gta=commentlistpos
http://www.sfgate.com/news/articleComments/Ga-House-lawmakers-OK-juvenile-justice-reform-4316918.php?gta=commentlistpos
http://www.sfgate.com/news/articleComments/Ga-House-lawmakers-OK-juvenile-justice-reform-4316918.php?gta=commentlistpos
http://www.sfgate.com/news/articleComments/Ga-House-lawmakers-OK-juvenile-justice-reform-4316918.php?gta=commentlistpos
javascript:hst_print();
javascript:hst_print();
mailto:?subject=Ga. House lawmakers OK juvenile justice reform&body=http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Ga-House-lawmakers-OK-juvenile-justice-reform-4316918.php
mailto:?subject=Ga. House lawmakers OK juvenile justice reform&body=http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Ga-House-lawmakers-OK-juvenile-justice-reform-4316918.php
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/sso/action/login
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/webreg/user/reg_cnt
http://www.meebo.com/support/article/174/
http://www.meebo.com/support/article/174/
http://www.meebo.com/support/article/174/


Ga. House lawmakers OK juvenile justice reform - SFGate

http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Ga-House-lawmakers-OK-juvenile-justice-reform-4316918.php[3/1/2013 9:27:32 AM]

The effort also comes a year after state lawmakers enacted major changes to the adult
criminal justice system with similar aims of reducing costs and repeat offender rates,
while also offering greater flexibility to judges on sentencing.

Willard said the enormous cost savings for both efforts should negate any misperception
that Georgia was becoming soft on crime. He reiterated that the worst offenders would
still be locked up. He said 40 percent of youth offenders in secure residential detention
centers are there because of a misdemeanor-type offense or a crime that only a youth can
commit — like truancy or running away from home.

"Why are they there? They are there because there are not programs currently in the
community that judges can send them to," Willard said in an interview after the vote.

The effort for juvenile justice reform has also drawn the support of Georgia Supreme
Court Chief Justice Carol Hunstein, who urged lawmakers to adopt the reforms during
her State of the Judiciary speech earlier this month.

At the time, Hunstein said she often hears from juvenile court judges who are frustrated
they have few options under the current system other than incarceration for petty thieves
and other repeat criminals who need counseling.
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