
By DON E. BRUCE
Staff Writer

On a hot, muggy
Monday in the
southwestern
corner of

Delaware County, a teenage
girl dressed in a white cap and
gown walked down the aisle
of a half-filled gymnasium.
Her hand covered her face in
an attempt to hide the tears
streaming down her cheeks,
but those she passed could see
the wet sheen on her face and
called out words of encour-
agement. 

It was the beginning of a
new day for her, a day in
which she would earn her
general educational develop-
ment diploma, but this morn-
ing she still awoke behind a
curved black fence locking
her within the grounds of the
Scioto Juvenile Correctional
Facility.

By JEFF ROBINSON
Gazette Editor

Things have come full circle
for Bob Horrocks.

Nearly 15 years ago, the
executive director of the
Delaware County Council for
Older Adults was juggling on
the corner of Sandusky and
William streets in an effort to
draw attention to the fledgling
organization and its desire to
provide services to local seniors. 

Today, he’s juggling again,
keeping a busy schedule while
getting accustomed to his new,
not-quite-finished surroundings
at the Council’s Senior Services
on Cheshire Road.

“I hope this is my last move,”
Horrocks said, referring to the
state-of-the-art facility, which
features an 11,000-square-foot
west wing that contains the
COA staff offices and confer-
ence rooms, and a 40,000-
square-foot east wing that, when
completed in October, will con-
tain a full-service kitchen and
deli and provide an array of
health, wellness and community
services. 

Council staff members start-
ed moving to their new digs
from their old headquarters on
Bowtown Road last Friday, and
the office is expected to be oper-
ational today. The new building
is a testament to how far the

organization has come since its
early days in 1992.

“A year or so before that,
some people from social service
agencies and churches came
together with elected officials
and local seniors,” Horrocks
said. “The feeling was, we were
getting a lot of older people here
and we were not prepared to
serve them. The county was
ready to put some money into
senior services, but didn’t know
what was a priority.”

From there, a task force was
organized to do some further
research, discussion and plan-
ning. That led to the organiza-
tion of a board and an employee
search that brought Horrocks
where he is today.

“I was hired in May of 1992,
and at that time I had been doing
some consulting,” said
Horrocks, who previously had
spent six years as the associate
director of the Ohio Department
of Aging. “The first couple years

were spent getting the board
organized, learning what was
needed here and what kind of
system we would put together.”

In those days, the Council for
Older Adults was little more
than Horrocks, a card table, a
roll of quarters and a pay phone.
He worked out of an office on
Sandusky Street.

The Council launched its first
levy campaign in 1994, and
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CALL JAY CUDIA! HE’S BACK!
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Are our public servants
really serving the public?
Let us know about any
experiences you’ve had —
good or bad — with public
officials (elected or appoint-
ed) in the City of Delaware
and the surrounding town-
ships and county.

Got a story idea? The
Story Line is open. Readers
can suggest stories they’d like
to see by calling 740-363-
1161, ext. 368, or e-mailing
storyline@delgazette.com.
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VOTE ONLINE
Log on to The

Delaware Gazette’s Web
site — delgazette.com —
and take our weekly poll.
Answers to our “Question
of the Week” will be tal-
lied over seven days and
final results — as well as
the next week’s question
— will appear in
Saturday editions of the
Gazette. Our current poll
question: “Do you sup-
port the Delaware County
commissioners’decision
to lease the Hall’s
Furniture building?” Log
on and answer now!
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Is the good old boy sys-
tem alive and well?
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The Sherman offers unique
custom option. Page 7
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Council for Older Adults Executive Director Bob Horrocks unpacks in his new office
Monday after a weekend move to the organization’s facility on Cheshire Road.

By MARK A. CLAFFEY
Staff Writer

The Donley Ford-Lincoln-
Mercury dealership, located at
1599 Columbus Pike, is now
owned by Byers Automotive
Group, 401 N. Hamilton Road,
Columbus.

The deal to sell the dealership
was approved by both Byers and
the Donley family last week and
was expected to be approved by
Ford Motor Corporation.

The former Donley dealership
has changed hands five times in the
past 15 years and has been owned
by the Ricart and Nourse families
before being owned by Donley.

The new dealership will be
known as Byers Ford-Lincoln-
Mercury, according to the dealer-
ship’s new general manager, John
P. Curry.

Donley Ford dealership purchased by Byers

Gazette Matt Emmons

Byers Automotive Group has purchased Donley Ford-Lincoln-Mercury and will be
retaining the more than 20 employees currently working at the dealership.

New owners plan
on retaining all
Donley employees

▼
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By MARK A. CLAFFEY
Staff Writer

Delaware County Engineer
Chris Bauserman told Delaware
County commissioners Monday
night that county residents don’t
have to worry about a bridge col-
lapse similar to what happened in
Minneapolis, Minn. last week hap-

pening in Delaware County.
“Our bridges we have are safe,”

Bauserman said. “As long as the
people pay attention to the load
limits, then they have nothing to
worry about.”

Bauserman said Delaware
County residents shouldn’t com-
pare any bridges here locally to
the one that came down between

Minneapolis and St. Paul.
“None of our bridges here is as

complex as what that bridge was,
nor do we have any bridges of that
design or height,” Bauserman said.
“There is no opportunity for a cata-
strophe here like there was in
Minnesota.”

COMMISSIONERS

County engineer says area bridges are safe

By MARK A. CLAFFEY
Staff Writer

Delaware City Council’s
Fourth Ward representative,
Brad Ebersole, announced
Monday he
will not be
seeking re-
election this
fall.

“I would
like to for-
merly
announce
that I have
decided not
to seek elec-
tion for the
City of Delaware, Fourth
Ward City Council seat I cur-
rently hold,” Ebersole said in
a news release to the media.
“My family is building a
home outside of the city limits
and, if elected in November
2007, I could not complete a
full, four-year term.”

Ebersole joins current
Council member Dave
Berwanger, Second Ward rep-
resentative, who also
announced he will not seek
re-election.

Ebersole was one of four
candidates interviewed in
October of last year to replace
former Fourth Ward council
member Mary Jane Santos,
who resigned last September.
The other candidates were
Harvey Guikema, member of
the city’s Board of Zoning
Appeals; Andrew Brush, an
employee with Digital
Marketing Solutions; and
Peter Newton, president and
owner of Delaware Paint.

Santos resigned from
council on Sept. 11 after
being named the director of
the Delaware County District
Library.

Ebersole was the highest
vote getter during the first
round of voting during coun-
cil’s interview process, with
six votes; Guikema came in
second with three votes.
Brush received two votes.

CITY COUNCIL

Ebersole
not seeking
re-election

Young inmates
find hope

The new Council
for Older Adults
facility shows the
group’s progress

▼
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But Ward expresses concern regarding Orange Road bridge▼



“We thought it was a good fit,”
Curry said of the new Ford deal-
ership. “Byers has its roots in
Central Ohio and has been in the
community for more than 100
years, and this works well for us.”

Byers operates a Cadillac-
Toyota-Chevy dealership at 1101
Columbus Pike.

The roots of Byers Auto date
back more than 100 years, when
George W. Byers, a renowned
showman in Central Ohio and
expert judge of horses, founded
his Columbus-based business in
1897.

Byers Automotive now has
car dealerships interspersed
throughout Columbus and sells
the following brands: Cadillac,
Audi, Jeep, Mazda, Porsche,
Subaru, Toyota, Volkswagen,
Volvo, Jaguar, Dodge and
Chrysler.

Curry said Byers will go after
the Ford market aggressively.

“We want to make this work

and we intend to make this one of
our premier locations in Central
Ohio,” Curry said. “We are com-
mitted to Delaware and we want
to stay in Delaware.”

Curry said Byers intends to
bring plenty of new product to
the 21,500-square-foot facility
that the Donley family previously
called home.

“Ford has given me special
allocation to have 125 new cars
and 150 used cars at the site with-
in the next month,” Curry said.
“We are going to have enough
product to suit everybody’s needs
and we intend to be very aggres-
sive in the market.”

Curry said the deal has no
effect on Donley Ford’s other
four Ohio dealerships in Ashland,
Galion, Mt. Vernon and Bellville.

He said the transition should
be pretty smooth.

“Donley has been real good
people and have been great to
work with during the change
over,” Curry said.

Byers intends to keep the
more than 20 employees current-
ly working at Donley, according
to Curry.

With 25 years in the automo-
tive industry and eight years with
Byers, Curry said he is looking
forward to taking over as general
manager after spending time as
the service manager at the Byers

Cadillac-Chevy dealership in
Delaware just a few doors down.

“This is just the next step in
my career,” Curry said. “I have no
desire to work anywhere else. I
just want to make sure we get out
quality product and provide the
best service to our customers.”

mclaffey@delgazette.com
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STRAND
THEATRE

Showing Movies
in Downtown Delaware

for 91 Years!

28 Winter St.
363-4914

BOURNE ULTIMATUM (PG-13)
MON-THURS: 4:30 & 7:15

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG-13)
MON-THURS: 3:30, 5:30 & 7:30

I NOW PRONOUNCE YOU
CHUCK & LARRY (PG-13)

MON-THURS: 4:15 & 7:00

LAST SUMMER KIDS MOVIE!
TUESDAY, AUG. 7

OPEN SEASON (PG)
11:00 & 2:00

Donations: School Supplies

96
07

37

Colony
Lanes

(by the Fairgrounds)
451 Pennsylvania Ave.

Delaware

960112

740-369-7949

Expires 8-31-07

August Open
Bowling Hours:

Mon, Tues, Thurs: 1-8pm
Wed: 1-6pm

Fri-Sat: 4-11pm
Sun: 4-10pm

Mention this Ad and Get
FREE Shoe Rental

(Up to 4 People)

Polaris 18
1071 Gemini Place 
I-71 & Polaris W of Polaris Fashion Plc. 

I-71 Southbound/Gemini Place Exit Now Open
614-781-8228

ravemotionpictures

R

www.ravemotionpictures.com

Rave Motion Pictures is 
NOW HIRING!!!

Please see a Manager for an Application!

ALL FILMS PRESENTED IN STATE OF THE
ART DLP DIGITAL PROJECTION!

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (PG-13)  . . .11:30  12:15  1:00
1:45  2:30  3:15  4:00  4:45  5:30  6:15

7:00 7:45  8:30  9:15  10:00  10:45
CARE BEARS: OOPSY DOES IT  . . . . . . . . . . .11:00  11:40
HOT ROD (PG-13) . . . . . . . .12:30  3:00  5:15  7:40  10:10   
THE SIMPSONS (PG-13) . . .11:15  12:00  1:30  2:45  4:00

5:00  6:45  7:30  8:15  9:00  9:45  10:30  
UNDERDOG (PG)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:05  1:05  2:20  3:20  

4:50  5:50  7:15  9:30
BRATZ: THE MOVIE (PG)  . . . . . . . .1:20  4:20  7:20  10:20
HAIRSPRAY (PG)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1:25  4:25  7:25  10:25
HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX (PG-13)  . . . .11:00  2:05  5:10  8:25
I KNOW WHO KILLED ME (R)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1:15  6:50
I NOW PRONOUNCE YOU 
CHUCK & LARRY (PG-13)  . . . . . . .1:35  4:35  7:35  10:35
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD (PG-13) . .12:10  3:05  6:35  9:40
NO RESERVATIONS (PG)  . . .11:10  1:40  4:15  7:10  9:55
RATATOUILLE (G) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1:10  4:10  7:05  9:50
SUNSHINE (R)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4:05  9:35
TRANSFORMERS (PG-13)  . . . . . . .12:00  3:10  6:30  9:50 

960772

740-369-6711
www.trimbleins.com

960082

24 hour info: 740-363-6634

HOLLYWOOD STUDIO THEATRES

MOVIES 5
DELAWARE SQUARE

ALL SHOWS BEFORE 5:30 PM
ADULTS $3.00 CHILD/SENIORS $2.00

www.studiotheatres.com

ALL SHOWS AFTER 5:30 PM
ADULTS $4.00 CHILD/SENIORS $3.00

New Lower
Prices

HAIRSPRAY 1:20 4:20 7:10 9:45 PG
NO RESERVATIONS 
1:30 4:30 7:20 9:50 PG
HOT ROD 1:50 4:40 7:30 9:40 PG13
BRATZ 1:40 4:10 6:50 9:20 PG
ENDS TUES RATATOUILLE 
1:10 4:00 7:00 9:35 G
STARTS WED DADDY DAY CAMP 
1:10 4:00 7:00 9:35 PG

8/7
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NOTICE 
LENDING 

OPPORTUNITES
NOTICE

Borrow Smart. Contact
the Ohio Division of
Financial Institutions’
Office of Consumer
Affairs BEFORE you
refinance your home or
obtain a loan.
BEWARE of requests
for any large advance
payment of fees or
insurance.  Call the
Office of Consumer
Affairs toll free at 
1-866-278-0003 to learn
if the mortgage broker
or lender is properly
licensed.  (This notice is
a public service
announcement of the
Delaware Gazette.)

959011

Join Us for

Prime Rib on
WEDNESDAYS!

Only $11.95!
••• 4:00 - 9:00 pm •••

$1.99
LONG ISLANDS

RED ROCK CAFERED ROCK CAFE
837 Houk Rd., Delaware • 369-3267369-3267
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Beleaguered by a hostage
crisis and insurgent violence,
Afghan President Hamid
Karzai is seeking fresh back-
ing from a reliable ally:
President Bush.

Karzai, Afghanistan’s first
democratically elected presi-
dent, is awash in crises at
home — civilian killings, a
booming drug trade and the
brazen resurgence of the
Taliban.

His two-day visit to
Bush’s mountain retreat,
which culminates Monday, is
a time for the leaders to fig-
ure out how to improve
Afghanistan’s security.
Karzai wants support and
reassurance from Bush, who
in turn wants Karzai’s gov-
ernment to exert and extend
its power.

The deteriorating security
and sporadic rule of law in
Afghanistan set a tone for the
summit — a point under-
scored by the ongoing captiv-
ity of 21 South Korean vol-
unteers.

They were abducted by
the Taliban on July 19 and
are now believed to be in
central Afghanistan. The cap-
tors took 23 people hostage
and have shot and killed two
of them.

The Taliban is seeking the
release of prisoners; the
Afghan government has
refused, and the U.S. also
adamantly opposes conced-
ing to such demands. The cri-
sis has put considerable pres-
sure on Karzai and raised
more doubts about his ability
to usher in some stability.

Karzai arrived on a misty
Sunday afternoon in the
Catoctin Mountains. He was
greeted by Bush and first
lady Laura Bush, who led
him through a cordon of
Marines and Navy sailors.

GLOBE
AROUND THE

CAMP DAVID▼

Bush, Karzai
search for 
elusive stability
in Afghanistan

In the final round of vot-
ing, Ebersole received all six
council member votes.

Ebersole has been a mem-
ber of the city’s planning
commission for the past five
years and has also served as
the chairperson of the steering
committee for the city’s com-
prehensive plan.

Ebersole said, in his news
release, that he will always
have fond memories of his
service to the city.

“My service on city coun-
cil and planning commission
has been rewarding and
enjoyable, and I will look
back with great pride on the
many accomplishments the
city and my fellow council
members have been able to
achieve,” he said. “Some of
the highlights include
approval of the Zaremba pro-
ject, set to take shape in the
Fourth Ward; the finalization

of a 9-1-1 consolidation
agreement; the refurbishing
and opening of the new Jack
Florance Pool; opening of the
new skate park; purchase of
the new Public Works
Facility; and the initiation of
the Safe Walk sidewalk repair
project.”

The deadline for filing
petitions with the Delaware
County Board of Elections is
Aug. 23. Seats are up for
grabs in the city’s First,
Second, Third and Fourth
wards.

Among those taking out
petitions include: First Ward
council member Jim Moore
and Third Ward council mem-
ber Joe DiGenova; Matthew
Dick and Mark Butler for the
First Ward; and Jack
Hollerman and Brush for the
Fourth Ward.

DiGenova was appointed
to his seat on council last fall
to replace Dave Godsil and
announced in July that he
intended to run for re-elec-
tion. 

mclaffey@delgazette.com

Horrocks took to the streets,
drawing the attention of
passersby with his juggling
skills before telling them of the
ways the Council wanted to
help the aging population in
Delaware County. By that time,
the Council consisted of
Horrocks, Brenda Durfey (who
still works for the COA) and the
board members.

“There weren’t many of us,
but we knocked on doors and
went to community events (to
get people’s attention),” he said.
“That first levy passed with 58
percent of the vote.”

After the success of the first
levy, the Council for Older
Adults moved to a building on
Central Avenue that used to
house a grocery store, just

across from Austin Manor. The
office was there for six years
before moving to Bowtown
Road.

That team effort that helped
the Council achieve its goals
over the years is still there,
though the team has grown sub-
stantially since the early ’90s.
Today, there are close to 40
employees and countless volun-
teers.

“I’ve always felt like no one
person could have done this,”
Horrocks said. “People have
stood up when we’ve asked for
help, and this community has
always supported us.”

To learn more about the ser-
vices provided by the Council
for Older Adults, or what the
new facility will offer to
Delaware County residents, call
the Council at 740-363-6677.

jrobinson@delgazette.com

County Commissioner Jim
Ward questioned Bauserman
about the county’s oldest
bridge, the Orange Road
bridge, built in 1898, and
whether it should be shut down
immediately.

“School buses can’t go over
it, why don’t we just block that
bridge off?” Ward asked.

Bauserman said as long as
motorists continue to monitor
the 3-ton weight limit on the
bridge, everything should be
fine. More than 4,000 vehicles
travel the bridge each day.

“Several vehicles crossing
that bridge is fine,” Bauserman
said. “What we don’t want is
large vehicle with three axles.
That could do some damage.”

Bauserman said large vehi-
cles with multiple axles and
buses are unable to cross the
Orange Road bridge because of
a “headache bar” that makes it
impossible for large vehicles to
cross.

Ward said he’s ready to
close the Orange Road bridge
whenever the county engineer’s
office gives the go-ahead.

“I would close that bridge
whenever you give the say-so,”
Ward said.

Bauserman said the county
has made great strides with its
bridges in the past 10 years and
has replaced 110 since 1998.
Sixty-one bridges in Delaware
County were considered “defi-
cient” last year by the Ohio
Department of Transportation,
down from 130 in 1999.

Roughly half of the 61
bridges in need of improve-
ments are scheduled to be
replaced by Bauserman’s office
by 2010.

“We still got a lot of work to
do, but overall I feel very confi-
dent with the bridges in
Delaware County,” Bauserman
said.

In other news, commission-
ers approved a cooperation
agreement between Brown
Township and the county for
the Kelly-McMaster Road
pavement project.

The agreement states that
Brown Township and the coun-
ty will submit an application to
the Ohio Public Works
Commissioner for reclamation
of the road and that Brown
Township will provide funds
totaling 18 percent of the cost
of the project or $50,000.

Delaware County, through
the engineer’s office, will also
provide 18 percent of the cost
or $50,000.

mclaffey@delgazette.com

A total of nine young
women, ranging in age from 16
to 18, graduated from William
K. Willis High School at Scioto
Juvenile yesterday. Eight of this
summer’s Willis Diamonds
earned their GED and one her
high school diploma. 

Scioto officials said, on aver-
age, girls entering their Home
Road facility are four grade lev-
els behind in both reading and
mathematics. 

While all juvenile inmates at
the facility must attend school
classes, not all have the dedica-
tion or desire to earn their high
school education, officials said.

One girl, Sofonda, 16, has
already served her time, but
remains at Scioto as she awaits
placement with a foster family.

She was featured as the
graduate speaker for the com-
mencement ceremonies, where
she expressed regret for previ-
ous actions and hope for the
future. 

“I’m going to show every-
one I can make it,” Sofonda said
as she stood in front of Ohio’s

First Lady Frances Strickland,
herself a one-time juvenile
counselor at a residential deten-
tion facility in Lexington, Ky.

Saying she has been kicked-
out or expelled from numerous
schools in the past, Sofonda
told the assembled juvenile
offenders in the audience they
can overcome their current situ-
ation.

“You have made a mistake,
but you can turn it around,” she
said.

Strickland, the guest speaker
at the commencement, told the
graduates Sofonda had touched
on all three issues she wanted to
highlight in her speech.

She said in her time as a
juvenile counselor, she was
always able to judge a child’s
success rate after their incarcer-
ation ended by whether they
were able to identify with a staff
person and build a bond, were
eager to learn and were willing
to accept responsibility for past
actions.

She also lamented watching
children with which she had
developed a bond leave the
facility.

“You know you will miss
them, but you don’t want them

to come back here either,”
Strickland said.

After the ceremony, a
slideshow presentation offered
the hopes and dreams of the
graduates. Some wanted to be
medical professionals, others
business people and even one
aspired to be the first woman to
join the National Football
League. 

Those dreams may not have
been possible before they were
incarcerated, Sofonda said.

“It was worth it. I wouldn’t
change a thing. I’m a lot
stronger then I used to be,” she
said.

With that, she smiled and
turned to join the line of gradu-
ates as they filed out from the
gymnasium for a reception.
Following the reception, she
would return to her room at
Scioto and wait for the day her
life will start anew outside the
curved black fence that locks
her away from the outside
world.

dbruce@delgazette.com

*The last name of Scioto
Juvenile Correctional Facility

inmates have been withheld.

Submitted

On Monday, nine female juvenile defenders from Scioto Correctional Facility lined up to
receive their GEDs, or high school diploma at a ceremony at William K.Willis High School.
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