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A shrinking state agency is moving to smaller Downtown office space, in

the process potentially saving taxpayers more than $400,000 a year.

The Ohio Department of Youth Services, with offices at 51 N. High St., will

move to the William Green Building at 30 W. Spring St., the home of the

Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation.

The agency will spend an estimated $327,000 in annual rent for 31,364

square feet of office space, compared with the $743,000 cost for 52,193

square feet it now pays, agency spokeswoman Kim Parsell said.

She said the move was precipitated by the need to save money “in line

with the agency which is shrinking in all areas along with a shrinking

youth population.”

The state Controlling Board will be asked on Monday to approve spending

about $85,000 for the agency’s planned move in March next year.

A total of 129 employees will move into the new space. The agency has

1,486 workers in four youth detention facilities, five regional offices and

the training academy in Delaware, Ohio.

In the past three years, Youth Services has downsized dramatically,

closing four facilities and a regional parole office and chopping staff by at

least 300.

As significantly, there are now just 605 youths in state detention facilities,

18 percent fewer than a year ago and nearly 70 percent fewer than 10

years ago.
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The agency still financially supports 680 programs with more than

124,000 juvenile offenders statewide. However, the number of juvenile

felony offenders sentenced to DYS facilities continues to drop each year.
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