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After settling a federal lawsuit, the Ohio Department of Youth
Services reduced seclusion of juvenile offenders by more than two-
thirds last year, a state report shows.

Average solitary confinement hours per youth dropped to 152.8
hours, or 6.4 days, last year from 488.8 hours, or 19.1 days in 2013, a
decline of 66.5 percent, according to a report by the Correctional
Institution Inspection Committee, a legislative watchdog agency
monitoring adult and youth prisons.

The U.S. Justice Department began investigating Ohio youth prisons
in 2007, finding problems with “use of physical force, mental-health
care, grievance investigation and processing, and use of seclusion.”
Settlements were reached in 2008 and again last year between the
state and the Justice Department to “dramatically reduce, and
eventually eliminate" the use of seclusion at the agency.

Figures from the CIIC show seclusion hours were already being
reduced at the agency, but the decline accelerated after U.S. Attorney
General Eric Holder intervened in May 2014. The federal settlement
required the state to “ensure that young people in its juvenile
facilities receive individualized mental-health treatment to prevent
and address the conditions and behaviors that led to seclusion.”

The agency-wide number of seclusion hours last year, 66,027, was
64.8 percent less than 2012, CIIC reported. The Circleville Juvenile
Correctional Facility, which houses the most serious offenders, had
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the highest seclusion rate in 2014, 10.7 days per youth.

DYS spokeswoman Kim Jump said the system found that the
seclusion approach, which had been used for many years, wasn’t
working. “When seclusion increased, the rate of acts of violence also
increased.

“Last year we implemented a plan called the Path to Safer Facilities,
which focuses on prevention, increasing meaningful programs and
activities, building relationships between youth and staff, engaging
families, and increasing accountability in ways that help youth
develop and mature,” Jump said. “We’re proud of the decreased
seclusion rate because it means that youth are spending more time in
treatment and programming.”

The CIIC report is available online.
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