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Changing the Footprint of DYS

As we begin the New Year, DYS turns the page to a fresh, new chapter for our agency. In
addition to building on the initiatives we have begun over the past three years, we will be
working closely with plaintiff’s council and the Department of Justice to create a plan for
making needed improvements in the areas like the following:

Mental Health Treatment
Education

Use of force

Use of seclusion

Release of youth

Medical services
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Changing the Footprint of Ohio’s Juvenile Justice System

While much focus will be on DYS operations, we will simultaneously be working to
broaden community options for youth. Some of the initiatives include:

¢ Regional Cognitive-Behavioral Centers ~ staff secure (no fences), intensive, short
term programs intended to keep lower-risk youth who qualify, closer to home.

¢ Behavioral Health / Juvenile Justice ~ created to enhance the community’s ability to
locally serve juvenile offenders with serious behavioral health needs by transforming
the community’s capacity to identify, assess, evaluate, and treat multi-need, multi-
system youth and their family.

¢ Minority Overrepresentation ~ Building upon work by the Governor’s Council on Ju-
venile Justice and following a process created by the Office of Juvenile Justice and De-
linquency Prevention, DYS is coordinating with the 14 Ohio counties that have the
highest minority youth populations to help them identify and assess the issue of Dispro-
portionate Minority Contact (DMC), develop a response, and monitor and evaluate
their results.

¢+ State-wide Risk/Need Assessment Process ~ a tool available to every Ohio court to
more consistently assess each youth’s risk/need level.
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