
Juvenile offenders tried as adults rate: Transfers to adult court don't explain drop in youth crime - OrlandoSentinel.com

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-ed-juvenile-offenders-adult-court-042012-20120419,0,6078332.story[4/25/2012 9:30:35 AM]

Comments
0

0  Tweet 16 Recommend
46

Home  > Your Local News  > Opinion

By Jeffrey Butts | Guest columnist
April  20, 2012

HOME DELIVERY DIGITAL MEMBERSHIPS PLACE AN AD JOBS CARS REAL ESTATE RENTALS CLASSIFIEDS

Wednesday, April 25, 2012
7:44 AM EDT

HOME LOCAL WEATHER SPORTS BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE/FAMILY HEALTH TRAVEL VIDEOSOPINION

TRENDING: George Zimmerman Deion Sanders Marco Rubio Jennifer Hudson Giuliana And Bill John Edwards Mother's Day Sweepstakes

Transfers to adult court don't explain drop in
youth crime

The state of Florida transfers far more juvenile offenders to the criminal (adult) court system than
any other state in the nation. In this sense at least, Florida can rightly claim to be No. 1.

Florida'spopulation is roughly half that of California's, but it transfers youths to adult criminal
court at a rate that is eight times that of California.

According to FBI statistics, the rate of violent youth crime in Florida dropped 57 percent between
1995 and 2010. Juvenile arrests for murder fell 69 percent.

The Orange County State Attorney's office recently
connected these dots and claimed that the falling rate of
violent juvenile crime in the Orlando area was caused by
the large numbers of youth tried in adult courts.

Like most easy answers, this easy answer to youth
violence is wrong, and here's why.

Enter to win a pair of diamond earrings for
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Orange County and the state of Florida are not the only
places where juvenile violence has plummeted in recent
years. Violent youth crime has declined nationwide since
the 1990s. According to the most recent statistics from
theU.S. Department of Justice, rates of youth violence
across the country are half what they were in the mid-
1990s. In fact, juvenile violence is lower than at any time
since the 1970s.

So, Orlando cannot claim the prize for declining youth
violence. In fact, compared with other states, Florida's
crime drop is about average.

The Research and Evaluation Center at John Jay
College of Criminal Justice in New York City recently
examined the uses of criminal-court transfer and the scale
of declining crime in Florida and five other states where
the data allow for a fair comparison — Arizona, California,
Ohio, Oregon and Washington.

Twitter Facebook RSS Newsletters Blogs Text Alerts

Connect with us

advert isement

Friday Back Talk

Should School Board members accept pay raises?

Poll: School Board pay

Has Florida's reputation suffered from the Trayvon
Martin case?

Poll: Florida's reputation

Should Congress add private options to Medicare?

Poll: Medicare

Take A Look

Orlando Dunkman: Make him shoot,
pass and of course dunk!

See the new and soon-to-arrive
cruise ships for 2012

82Share

EDITORIALS LETTERS TO THE EDITOR OTHER VIEWS TICKED OFF! COLUMNISTS OUR BLOGS YOUR BLOGS CARTOONS

Today's Buzz: Should
Congress block Ariz. immigration
law?

Florida Forward: Two chiefs, two
decades

Related

53° F

Sign In  or Sign Up

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-ed-juvenile-offenders-adult-court-042012-20120419,0,1977125,email.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-ed-juvenile-offenders-adult-court-042012-20120419,0,1644881,print.story
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orlandosentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Fos-ed-juvenile-offenders-adult-court-042012-20120419%2C0%2C6078332.story&source=tweetbutton&text=Transfers%20to%20adult%20court%20don't%20explain%20drop%20in%20youth%20crime&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orlandosentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Fos-ed-juvenile-offenders-adult-court-042012-20120419%2C0%2C6078332.story
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orlandosentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Fos-ed-juvenile-offenders-adult-court-042012-20120419%2C0%2C6078332.story&source=tweetbutton&text=Transfers%20to%20adult%20court%20don't%20explain%20drop%20in%20youth%20crime&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orlandosentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Fos-ed-juvenile-offenders-adult-court-042012-20120419%2C0%2C6078332.story
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orlandosentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Fos-ed-juvenile-offenders-adult-court-042012-20120419%2C0%2C6078332.story&source=tweetbutton&text=Transfers%20to%20adult%20court%20don't%20explain%20drop%20in%20youth%20crime&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orlandosentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Fos-ed-juvenile-offenders-adult-court-042012-20120419%2C0%2C6078332.story
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orlandosentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Fos-ed-juvenile-offenders-adult-court-042012-20120419%2C0%2C6078332.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3c62/0/0/%2a/l;255182544;0-0;0;12928211;3454-728/90;47455619/47471152/1;;~okv=;;ptype=s;slug=os-ed-juvenile-offenders-adult-court-042012-20120419;rg=ur;ref=reclaimingfuturesorg;pos=T;dcopt=ist;sz=728x90;tile=1;ca=JuvenileDelinquency;en=JohnJay;at=JuvenileDelinquency;at=CrimeLawandJustice;at=Criminals;at=JusticeSystem;at=JohnJay;~aopt=2/0/aa08/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.omart.org
https://subscribe.orlandosentinel.com/go/default.html?track=orl-mark-nav-home-delivery
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/membership
https://advertise.orlandosentinel.com/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/classified/automotive/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/classified/realestate/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/classified/realestate/rentals/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/classified
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/weather
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/weather
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/weather
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/weather/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/sports/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/business/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/entertainment/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/features/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/health/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/travel/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/videogallery/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/shopping/circular/target
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/os-sl-trayvon-martin,0,344823.storylink
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/os-deion-sanders-wife-divorce,0,7212581.post
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/mc-pa-romney-rubio-20120423,0,4392975.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/chi-jennifer-hudson-william-balfour-trial-20120424,0,4414033.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/zap-giuliana-rancic-expecting-a-baby-via-surrogate-20120423,0,4819741.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/sns-rt-us-usa-court-edwardsbre83l06k-20120422,0,5582004.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/orl-mark-promo-edit-sweeps-mom,0,961395.storylink
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/crime-law-justice/crimes/fbi-ORGOV000008.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/services/contests/orl-mark-mothers-day-contest-page,0,2649580.htmlpage?track=orl-mark-embed-news-sweeps-mom
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/services/contests/orl-mark-mothers-day-contest-page,0,2649580.htmlpage?track=orl-mark-embed-news-sweeps-mom
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/arts-culture/john-jay-PEHST001018.topic
http://www.twitter.com/orlandosentinel
http://www.facebook.com/orlandosentinel
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/rss
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/newsletters
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/blogs
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/textalerts

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/orl-friday-back-talk-multimedia-gallery,0,3906259.gallery
http://discussions.orlandosentinel.com/20/orlandosentinel/os-no-teacher-raises-seminole-20120418/10
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-poll-school-board-pay-raises-042012,0,4832610.poll
http://discussions.orlandosentinel.com/20/orlandosentinel/os-trayvon-martin-sanford-healing-20120412/10
http://discussions.orlandosentinel.com/20/orlandosentinel/os-trayvon-martin-sanford-healing-20120412/10
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-poll-florida-reputation-trayvon-martin-042012,0,1820205.poll
http://discussions.orlandosentinel.com/20/orlandosentinel/os-ed-robert-samuelson-032112-20120321/10
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-poll-congress-private-options-medicare-042012,0,125434.poll
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/sports/nba-all-star-game-orlando-2012/os-orlando-dunkman,0,2933301.htmlpage?track=orl-mark-promo-news-dunkman
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/sports/nba-all-star-game-orlando-2012/os-orlando-dunkman,0,2933301.htmlpage?track=orl-mark-promo-news-dunkman
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/sports/nba-all-star-game-orlando-2012/os-orlando-dunkman,0,2933301.htmlpage?track=orl-mark-promo-news-dunkman
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/travel/vacation-starter/cruise-lines/vs-new-cruise-ships-pictures,0,2817207.photogallery?track=orl-mark-promo-news-vs-ships
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/travel/vacation-starter/cruise-lines/vs-new-cruise-ships-pictures,0,2817207.photogallery?track=orl-mark-promo-news-vs-ships
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/travel/vacation-starter/cruise-lines/vs-new-cruise-ships-pictures,0,2817207.photogallery?track=orl-mark-promo-news-vs-ships
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/editorials/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/editorials/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/letters/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/letters/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/views/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/views/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/features/lifestyle/columnists/orl-tickedoff,0,4239712.columnist
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/features/lifestyle/columnists/orl-tickedoff,0,4239712.columnist
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/orl-columnists,0,1574769.htmlstory
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/orl-columnists,0,1574769.htmlstory
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/about/orl-blogs,0,718169.htmlpage
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/about/orl-blogs,0,718169.htmlpage
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/orl-blogs,0,2664973.htmlpage#community
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/orl-blogs,0,2664973.htmlpage#community
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/dana-summers/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/dana-summers/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-todays-buzz-arizona-immigration-law-042512,0,7639120.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-ed-florida-forward-two-chiefs-two-decades-20120417,0,4544761.story
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3c62/3/0/%2a/m%3B251933422%3B0-0%3B0%3B12928211%3B4-234/60%3B46062093/46079256/1%3B%3B%7Eokv%3D%3B%3Bptype%3Ds%3Bslug%3Dos-ed-juvenile-offenders-adult-court-042012-20120419%3Brg%3Dur%3Bref%3Dreclaimingfuturesorg%3Bpos%3D2%3Bsz%3D234x60%3Btile%3D2%3Bca%3DJuvenileDelinquency%3Ben%3DJohnJay%3Bat%3DJuvenileDelinquency%3Bat%3DCrimeLawandJustice%3Bat%3DCriminals%3Bat%3DJusticeSystem%3Bat%3DJohnJay%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/0/aa08/0%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.vacationstarter.com
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-todays-buzz-arizona-immigration-law-042512,0,7639120.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-todays-buzz-arizona-immigration-law-042512,0,7639120.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-todays-buzz-arizona-immigration-law-042512,0,7639120.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-todays-buzz-arizona-immigration-law-042512,0,7639120.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-ed-florida-forward-two-chiefs-two-decades-20120417,0,4544761.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-ed-florida-forward-two-chiefs-two-decades-20120417,0,4544761.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/weather



Juvenile offenders tried as adults rate: Transfers to adult court don't explain drop in youth crime - OrlandoSentinel.com

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-ed-juvenile-offenders-adult-court-042012-20120419,0,6078332.story[4/25/2012 9:30:35 AM]

Comments
0

0  Tweet 16 Recommend

Recommend
46

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU FROM AROUND THE WEB

 

Enter to win a pair of diamond earrings for Mother's Day.

« Previous Story More Opinions: Opinions, editorials, commentary, columnists, and
blogs Next Story »

 Space station meets cool test, but falls short on science
Florida must join the fight against invasive animals

While juvenile violence dropped 57 percent in Florida
between 1995 and 2010, it fell in these other states as
well.

The largest drop was in Ohio, where violent juvenile crime
plunged 74 percent since 1995, followed by Arizona's
decline of 65 percent and Oregon's dip of 63 percent.
California and Washington saw juvenile violence drop
nearly as much as in Florida — 50 percent and 54
percent, respectively.

If Florida prosecutors were correct, these variations in the
falling rate of juvenile violence would follow a pattern.

Namely, we would see the largest crime declines in the states that transferred the most juveniles
to criminal court.

Florida's use of transfer (approximately 165 transfers per 100,000 youth population) is nearly
double that of its closest competitors, Oregon and Arizona (96 and 84 per 100,000, respectively).
Yet, both of those states beat Florida in the crime drop.

In fact, the state with the lowest use of transfer was Ohio at 20 per 100,000, but Ohio's crime
decline of 74 percent was the steepest of all six states.

If Florida transfers far more juveniles to criminal court than any other state and yet the state's
crime decline is about average, then it is simply wrong to credit criminal-court transfer for recent
reductions in youth violence.

What did cause the nearly 20-year drop in violent crime across the United States? We will likely
debate this for years to come. Some criminologists say it is related to changing social attitudes
and economics, or the preventive effects of community policing. Others argue that crime-
reduction programs are more sophisticated now, following more than 20 years of investment in
research and evaluation.

Experts may never agree on the exact causes for the crime decline, but there is one thing we
can all agree on: There is no evidence to suggest that the falling rate of youth violence was
caused by states prosecuting greater numbers of youth in adult court.

Criminal-court transfer is an idea of the 1980s. We can and should do better. Policy makers
should realize that the juvenile-justice system has more to offer than the adult system in terms of
effective programs and sound solutions. We need to rely on a mix of strategies other than simple
punishment, including investments in youth employment, educational development and family-
support programs.

The nation is ill-served by public officials who respond to fears of youth violence by dusting off
old policy ideas from the 1980s, especially when those policies were never proved effective.

Jeffrey Butts is the director of the Research and Evaluation Center at John
Jay College of Criminal Justice in New York City.
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