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WHAT DO YOU WANT TO BE?

Students at Fairless Middle School recently had a chance to consider what they want to be when they grow up?

During the annual career day, students met with guests from area businesses and schools to learn more about the various jobs and the
opportunities available to them.

Among the business professionals who participated was a chef from Shy Cellars in Strasburg, firefighters from Brewster Fire Department
and the Soehnlen’s Veterinary Clinic. — AMY L. KNAPP

SIGNS OF THE SEASON

Volunteers on Dec. 12 in Massillon helped sort thousands of toys to be distributed to thousands of Stark County children at Christmas. Boxes
were set out last month to area businesses and organizations where new, unwrapped toys were collected for the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve’s
annual Toys for Tots drive.

Bob Harris has been devoted to running the Stark County program for more than 20 years.

“I know children in Stark County are getting a very nice Christmas,” Harris said.
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Last year, Harris distributed 41,955 toys to 9,735 Stark County children.

Like Santa with a sleigh full of toys, Harris had a car full of toys Tuesday morning that he had just picked up, and he stopped for a few
minutes at The Independent’s office for a quick chat. Visit IndeOnline.com to see a video of Harris talking about Toys for Tots. Dawn Elise
Nowers-Roan was one of the volunteers and she submitted this photo of Pastor Berry Carter and Mayor Kathy Catazaro-Perry and about two
dozen others who helped sort toys earlier this month. — CHRISTINA MCCUNE

GIFT OF GIVING

Nine children’s bicycles were donated to The Salvation Army in Massillon last week by Indian River Juvenile Correctional Facility. Eric
Harter, business manager, came up with the idea for the program, “Riding Back into the Community,” and hopes to expand it each year.

Juvenile inmates who are students in Scott Skaggs’ automotive technologies class at the facility worked on refurbishing donated bicycles and
building new ones. Colton, 18, one of the youths who worked on the bikes, said it was fun, and it felt good to help a child on Christmas get a
new bike. Major Tom Perks said families already had been picked out to receive the bikes. Superintendent Jim Darnell said the class builds
job readiness and the program expands interaction with the community to help students succeed when they are released from the facility.

“It’s a great experience for the kids,” he said. “They’re giving back to the community.” — CHRISTINA MCCUNE
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